
“Beloved, I do not consider that I have made [God’s righteousness] my own; but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 

prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13-14. 

Dear Christian friends, 

A new year comes and it is a challenge often to remember all the things that the new brings. A new date 

must be signed on cheques, letters and reports. A new tax season comes. New goals for the next 365 

days must be set.  One thing we know; we cannot undo the time that has passed us. Our past is behind 

and nothing we do can recapture or relive those days and seasons.  

Still our past often impinges upon our future. The memories from previous days are with us whether 

those memories are good or bad. Those memories can lead us into a future that is hope-filled or a future 

that holds us in bondage through fear.  Past memories can lead us into the false situation by either living 

nostalgically or in bondage to wrong. We get stuck on the past and cannot move into the future. 

Past experience normally does teach us how we may act in the future. 2016 is now behind us and we 

move our lives forward into 2017. A quote I once heard is a wise proverb: “Blame brings bitterness; 

forgiveness brings freedom.” St. Paul had an exceptionally impressive resume up to the time of his 

conversion by Christ’s intervention in his life. Paul considered all his past accomplishments as nothing 

compared to knowing Christ Jesus.  

People of God can walk steadfastly into the future. Our relationship to God does not promise us days 

that are trouble-free and unstressed. Christian people have become unemployed in this recession just as 

equivalently as unbelievers. The Spirit of God dwelling within us, encouraging and leading us does equip 

us with values and qualities that undergird us for any situation the future may foist upon us. We can live 

the freedom that forgiveness delivers to us. That is the central message of God’s relationship to us 

through Jesus Christ.  

On February 4th, there is an opportunity to hear a profound witness to living in the future through the 

freedom of forgiveness. David Milgaard will speak at Shepherd King Lutheran. He will tell about his 

personal journey and the spiritual foundation that upheld him through 23 years of horror. David 

Milgaard was accused of raping and brutally killing a nursing student in Saskatoon when he was 16 years 

old. He was wrongfully charged with the crime and sentenced to prison – a crime that he steadfastly 

denied doing and which forensic evidence eventually exonerated him from.  David Milgaard was 

released from prison in 1992. One would think that he would be a bitter man for the loss of 23 years of 

his youthful life. 

David Milgaard is a gentle soul, who does not live simply begrudging his past. He lives as a person of 

faith and a normal citizen in our country.  He looks forward to each day with thanksgiving. He longs to 

share his story as an encouragement to others of what God can sustain us through. You will be blessed 

to hear his story and encouraged for any situation of life that one may encounter. 

2017 is a continuance of our future: promised to us through God’s mercy. Press on through God’s Holy 

Spirit to live the fullness of all that God offers us in these days ahead. 

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


